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C O L L A G E  I S  M Y  P R I M A R Y  W O R K I N G  M E D I U M.   M I X E D- M E D I A  W O R K S  O N  

P A P E R,  F A B R I C S,  A N D  C A N V A S  C O M B I N E  A  R A N G E  O F  M A T E R I A L S  W I T H  

D R A W I N G  A N D  P A I N T I N G .   I  O F T E N  L A Y  G O L D  L E A F  O V E R  T E X T U R E D  A N D  T O R N  

P A P E R S,  P R I N T S,  P H O T O G R A P H S,  A N D  W O R D  F R A G M E N T S.   TH E  L A Y E R E D  

S U R F A C E S  E M P H A S I Z E  T H E  A B S T R A C T  M I N I M A L I S M  O F  T H E  CO M P O S I T I O N S.   I N  

M Y  W O R K ,  T H E  T O R N  E D G E S,  T H E  J U X T A P O S I T I O N  O F  D I S P A R A T E  M A T E R I A L S,  

A N D  T H E  E V I D E N T  R E A S S E M B L I N G  O F  F R A G M E N T S  R E V E A L  T HE  P R O C E S S E S  O F  

T H E I R  C R E A T I O N.  
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SELECTED EXHIBITIONS 
 

2006 Harlem Open Art Studio Tour (H.O.A.S.T.) .  Harlem, New York, NY 
Collages and Works on Paper .  Galerie Andrea Horstman-Osterloh , Cologne, Germany 
ProSweets, Koelnmesse , Cologne, Germany  
Under-Over,  Fashion Week Installation , (Solo), The Venue , New York, NY 
Jazz Textures, JVC Jazz Festival Exhibition 2006 , Harlem, NY 
MoMA Staff Art Exhibition .  Museum of Modern Art , New York, NY 
 

Articles:  
Die kanadische Künstlerin Christina Stahr auf der K ölner Messe ProSweets: Erfolgreiche Premiere’ in Kö ln, 
by Andrea Horstmann-Osterloh, DKG Journal der Deutsch Kanadischen Gesellschaft , Ausgabe 1, 2006 
The Great New Show MoMA Doesn’t Want You to See , by Sarah Schmerler, The New York Times , 
New York, Febr.19, 2006 
Gaumenfreuden auf Papier,Chocolate Obsession Collag es im Schokomuseum Köln,  by Annika Wind, 
Wortgestöber , Jan.24, 2006  

 

2005 Chocolate Obsession Collages (solo).   Schokoladenmuseum  , Cologne, Germany 
The Chocolate Show .  Metropolitan Pavilion , New York, NY 
Jazz Relections, Part I .  Morris-Jumel Mansion , Harlem, New York, NY 
Jazz Reflections, Part II.  Zzaj Gallery , New York, NY    
Summer Show.   Simmons Gallery , Harlem, New York, NY 
Sisterhood (curated by Gwendolyn Black).  Globe Institute , Tribeca, New York, NY 
Collage Series.   Art Vitam , Miami, FL 
Christina Stahr, Collages (solo).  Rootchi Gallery , New York, NY 
Studio Show.   Harlem Open Art StudioTour , Harlem, New York, NY   
 

Articles:  
Die Schokoladenkunst ; Christina Stahr im Schokoladen museum und bei der Chocolate Show New 
York, SG Sweets Global Network Magazine , Berlin, Dec.2005 
Collagen aus Schokoladen Einwicklern,  Sweets Global Network Magazine , Berlin, Nov.2005 
Christina Stahr’s “Chocolate Obsession Collages” in  Köln, by Andrea Horstmann-Osterloh, DKG Journal 
der Deutsch Kanadischen Gesellschaft , Ausgabe 3, 2005 
Versessen nach dem Zauber eines Materials; Die Auss tellung 'Chocolate Obsessions' von Christina 
Stahr in Köln, by Anne Siebertz, Wirtschaftswetter , Oct.11, 2005 
Verlockung, Lebensart-Leben und Einkaufen in Köln , Cologne, Herbst/Winter 2005 
'Magic in the Darkroom' Photography Workshop , by Andre Esguerra, Clinton Chronicle , New York, 
Jul.2005 
'Magic in the Darkroom' Workshop sponsored by Art for  Healing New York , by Saundra R. Halberstram, 
, Midtown West Business Association News , New York, Spring/Summer 2005 
'Collage Series' una muestra de vitalidad en Art Vi tam, by Carlos M. Luis, El Nuevo Herald , Miami, Jan.30, 
2005 
Current Art Shows: Collage Series , by Franklin Einspruch, Miami New Times, Miami, Ja n.20, 2005 

 

2004 Selections .  Art Institute of New York , Tribeca, New York, NY 
KunstSalon.  Galerie Horstmann Osterloh , Cologne, Germany 
Group Show.  Phoebe Gallery and Café , Bushwick, New York, NY 
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2003 Quebec in New York Artist’s Exhibit.  Central Park Boathouse , New York, NY 
 
2002 Night of 1,000 Drawings.  Artists Space , New York, NY 
 Breast (Solo).  Audubon Center Galley , New York, NY 
 Works on Paper.  The Park Avenue Armory , New York, NY 
 Collages  (Solo).  Sugar Hill Art Center , Harlem, New York, NY 
 Gallery Artists .  Sugar Hill Art Center , Harlem, New York, NY 
 
2001 Night of 1,000 Drawings.  Artists Space , New York, NY 
 MoMA Staff Art Exhibition.  Museum of Modern Art , New York, NY 
 
1998 MoMA Staff Art Exhibition.  Museum of Modern Art , New York, NY 
 Body of Work.  Jarvis Doctorow Gallery , New York, NY 
 
1997  Group Show .  Jarvis Doctorow Gallery , New York, NY 
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Under-Over,   2006 
(New York Fashion Week Installation) 

Acrylic on panels of Vellum 

Dimensions variable 
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Under-Over,   2006 
(New York Fashion Week Installation) 

Acrylic on panels of Vellum 

Dimensions variable 
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BO O K  C O L L A G E S 
 
 
 
 
A  R E C E N T  S E R I E S  O F  D E C O N S T R U C T E D  B O O K  C O L L A G E S  I S  A SS E M B L E D  O F  

P A G E S  T O R N  F R O M  R A R E  A N D  V I N T A G E  B O O K S.   M A R B L E D  E N D  P A P E R S,  2 3  

K A R A T  G O L D  L E A F,  1 9 T H  C E N T U R Y  S T E E L  P L A T E  E T C H I N G S  A N D  H A N D  M A D E  

P A P E R S  A R E  A F F I X E D  W I T H  B O O K B I N D E R’ S  A D H E S I V E S.   TH E S E  M A T E R I A L S  

A L L U D E  T O  T H E  T R A D I T I O N  O F  L U X U R Y  L I M I T E D  E D I T I O N  VO L U M E S,  A N D  T O  

E N D E A V O R S  A T T E M P T I N G  T O  S Y N T H E S I Z E  A R T  F O R M S  S U C H  AS  P O E T R Y,  

P A I N T I N G  A N D  M U S I C  W I T H  O N E  A N O T H E R.   I N  T H E S E  C O L L A G E S  T H E  T E X T  H A S  

B E E N  M A D E  I L L E G I B L E  B Y  T H E  M U L T I P L E  L A Y E R I N G  O F  T Y PO G R A P H Y  A N D  

M U S I C A L  N O T A T I O N  A N D  B Y  T H E  O V E R L A I D  T O R N  G O L D  L E A FE D  F O R M S  T H A T  

S Y M B O L I Z E  T H E  I N H E R E N T L Y  A B S T R A C T  N A T U R E  O F  M U S I C,  L A N G U A G E ,  

A N D  A R T.  
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Moondrunk Torrents  (Pierrot Lunaire),   2001 
White gold leaf, acrylic and collage on canvas 

40 x 30 in. 

Lost Music – White Russia,  2001 
23k gold leaf, acrylic and collage on canvas 

40 x 30 in. 
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Moondrunk I,   2002 
23k gold leaf, papers on paper 

18 x 18 in. 

Moondrunk II,   2002 
23k gold leaf, mixed papers, and acrylic on paper 

18 x 18 in. 
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Lost Music - B,  2002 
23k gold leaf, kozo paper, acrylic on canvas 

24 x 24 in. 

Lost Poetry,   2002 
23k gold leaf, paper, vintage book pages on card 

18 x 14 in. 
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Henri IV,  2003 
23k gold leaf, paper, vintage book pages on card 

40 x 30 in. 

King Lear,   2003 
23k gold leaf, paper, vintage book pages on card 

40 x 30 in. 
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King Richard III,   2003 
23k gold leaf, paper, vintage book pages on card 

40 x 30 in. 

Merry Wives of Windsor,   2003 
23k gold leaf, paper, vintage book pages on card 

40 x 30 in. 
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Othello,   2003 
23k gold leaf, paper, vintage book pages on card 

40 x 30 in. 

Spirit Seeker,  2003 
23k gold leaf, paper, stamp, vintage book pages on ca rd 

24 x 18 in. 
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C H O C O L A T E  C O L L A G E S 
 
 
 
 
A  S U I T E  O F  C O L L A G E S,  A S S E M B L E D  F R O M  T H E  W R A P P E R S  O F  C H O C O L A T E S  

T H A T  I  H A V E  E A T E N,  C O N S C I O U S L Y  R E C A L L S  SC H W I T T E R S'  O B S E S S I O N S.   TH E Y  

C O M B I N E  C O M M E R C I A L L Y  P R I N T E D  A N D  F I N E  A R T  P A P E R S  W IT H  A L U M I N U M  

W R A P P E R S  A N D  2 4  K A R A T  G O L D  L E A F,  P L A Y I N G  O N  C O N T R A S T S  O F  C O L O R  

A N D  T E X T U R E.   TH I S  C H O C O L A T E  O B S E S S I O N  S E R I E S  A N D  T H E  BO O K  SE R I E S  

I N V E S T I G A T E  T H E  M A R K E T I N G  A N D  P A C K A G I N G  O F  L U X U R Y  CO N S U M E R  G O O D S.  
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Christina Stahr; Chocolate Obsession Collages 
 

By Deborah A. Goldberg, Ph.D. 
 
 
 
Christina Stahr's fondness for chocolate led her to  create "Chocolate Obsession Collages," consisting 

of wrappers from chocolate she has eaten, overlaid gold or silver leaf and colored foil that echo the 

reflective wrappers, marbleized and fine art papers , and texts from old books. Her abstract and vividly  

colored compositions continue the legacy of collage , introduced in 1912 in Paris by the Cubists Pablo 

Picasso and George Braque, followed by the "Merz" c ollages of detritus by the Hannover Dadaist Kurt 

Schwitters, as well as those of Cologne's famous Da daists Hans (Jean) Arp and Max Ernst. Stahr herself  

has familial roots in Germany, where her parents we re born. Contrasting the mass-produced and 

standardized geometric wrappers with her personal t ouch, she tears and crinkles the metallic foil for 

expressionistic effects. She appropriates other mod ernist devices, such as mounting her unframed 

collages in a grid, wrapping the foil around the ca nvases' edges to mimic the chocolate's original 

packaging. Although she favors the tastes and appear ances of Swiss Lindt and Belgian Cote d'Or 

chocolates, Stahr also seeks out interesting wrapper s that represent the multiculturism of New York, 

where she lives -- like Columbian chocolates purchas ed in her largely Hispanic neighborhood of the 

upper west side and Russian chocolates found in Bri ghton Beach, Brooklyn. Her work comments on the 

luxury represented by these consumer products and t he personal pleasure they offer, transforming the 

ephemeral into lasting beauty. 

 

Essay from the exhibition catalog,  
Christina Stahr; Chocolate Obsession Collages , 
Schokoladenmuseum, Imhoff-Stollwerck Stiftung, Cologn e, Germany.  
October 6 – November 19, 2005. 
 

© Deborah A. Goldberg, Ph.D 
 

Deborah A. Goldberg, Ph.D., is a scholar of modern and contemporary art who teaches at the School 
of Visual Arts. She lectures regularly at the Museu m of Modern Art and The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
in New York.   
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Extra Fine,  2001 

23k gold leaf on paper, wrappers, paper on card 
13 x10 in. 
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Chocolate Obsession Collage - Lucky 1,  2005 

Wrappers, papers, gold leaf on bronze leaf on canva s 
7 x 7 in. 
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Chocolate Obsession Collage - Lucky 3,  2005 

Wrappers, papers, gold leaf on bronze leaf on canva s 
7 x 7 in. 
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Chocolate Obsession Collage # 1,  2005 

Gold Leaf, wrappers, aluminum foil on canvas 
24 x 24 in. 

-  Collection: Chocoladenfabriken Lindt & Sprüngli G mbH, Aachen, Germany  - 
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Chocolate Obsession Collage # 2,  2005 

Gold Leaf, wrappers, aluminum foil on canvas 
24 x 24 in. 

-  Collection: Nacional de Chocolates S.A. Santande r, Bogota, Colombia  - 
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Chocolate Obsession Collage Surfin,  2005 

Mixed papers, gold leaf, aluminum foil, and acrylic  on canvas 
14 x 11 in. 

 

 



CHRISTINA STAHR PAGE 23 

 

 

 
Chocolate Obsession Collage ,  2005 

Gold leaf, aluminum foil, wrappers, paper and acryl ic on canvas 
9 x 9 in. 
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Cote d'Or,  2005 
23k gold leaf, wrappers, papers and acrylic on canva s 

10 x 10 in.  
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Large Swiss Classic,  2005 

Gold leaf, papers, wrappers, and acrylic on canvas 
48 x 36 in. 

 



CHRISTINA STAHR PAGE 26 

 

 

 

Red Square I,  2005 
23k gold leaf, wrappers, and acrylic on canvas 

8 x 8 in. 
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Red Square II,  2005 
23k gold leaf, wrappers, and acrylic on canvas 

8 x 8 in. 
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Red Square III,  2005 
23k gold leaf, wrappers, and acrylic on canvas 

8 x 8 in. 
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Red Square IV,  2005 
23k gold leaf, wrappers, and acrylic on canvas 

8 x 8 in. 
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Theobroma Cacao Installation 
(Schokoladen Museum Cologne, Oct.2005) 

Acrylic on Vellum 

Dimensions variable  
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BR E A S T  C O L L A G E S 
 
 
 
 
A N  O N G O I N G  S E R I E S  O F  D E L I C A T E  P A P E R  C O L L A G E S  E X P L O R ES  T H E  T H E M E  O F  

L A C T O G E N I S I S.   I  A M  F A S C I N A T E D  W I T H  T H I S  B I O L O G I C A L  P R O C E S S  T H A T  

T R A N S F O R M S  R E D  B L O O D  I N T O  W H I T E  M I L K  –  I N S I D E  T H E  B R E A S T!   LA Y E R S  O F  

T R A N S P A R E N T  A N D  T R A N S L U S C E N T  P A P E R S  A L L U D E  T O  T H E  MY S T E R I O U S  B E A U T Y  

A N D  C O M P L E X I T Y  O F  T H E  S I N U S E S,  D U C T S  A N D  G A N G L I O N S  W I T H I N  T H E  

B R E A S T.   TR A G I C A L L Y  H O W E V E R,  T H E  N O D U L E S  T H A T  P R O D U C E  L I F E- G I V I N G  

M I L K  A R E  T H E  S A M E  O N E S  T H A T  H O S T  L I F E- T A K I N G  C A N C E R O U S  G R O W T H S.   

O U R  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  S E X U A L L Y  P R O M I S C U O U S  C U L T U R E  F E T I S HI Z E S  B R E A S T S,  

Y E T  B R E A S T- F E E D I N G  -  P A R T I C U L A R L Y  I N  P U B L I C  -  R E M A I N S  A N  U N E A S Y  A N D  

F R E Q U E N T L Y  T A B O O  S U B J E C T  I N  A M E R I C A ,  I N  S P I T E  O F  I T S  L O N G  H I S T O R Y  I N  

I M A G E S  P O R T R A Y I N G  T H E  V I R G I N  A N D  C H I L D.   I  F O U N D  T H I S  D I S C O M F O R T  

A N D  T H E S E  C O N T R A D I C T I O N S  V E R Y  I N T E R E S T I N G  A N D  R E V E AL I N G  O F  T H E  

N O R M S  O F  M A L E  S E X U A L I Z A T I O N,  M A S S  M A R K E T  C O M M O D I F I C A T I O N,  A N D  O U R  

S O C I E T Y’ S  A T T I T U D E S  T O W A R D S  T H E  B O D Y,  D I S E A S E,  A N D  A G I N G .  
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Map,   2002 

Block print on paper. Edition of 50 
17 x 14 in. 
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Lactogenesis Banner,  2002 
Photograph, acrylic on 3 layers of fabric 

16 ft. x 55 in. 
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Lactogenesis Series (Mother Lode II) ,  2002 

Gold leaf, kozo paper, acrylic on canvas  
24 x 24 in. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Should you need any further information, 
please do not hesitate to contact : 

 
 
 

 

ART VITAM 
P.O. BOX 190975 
M IAMI BEACH, FL 33119-0975 
 

T. 305-571-8342 
F. 305-571-8352 
E. INFO@ARTVITAM.COM  
U. WWW.ARTVITAM.COM   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Any reproduction of texts and/or images included in  this document 
by any means in any form is strictly forbidden with out prior written permission. 

 
 

-  © 2006  Art Vitam  - 


